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Another sailing season is just around the corner, we look 
forward to an exciting and busy 2017-2018 season.
Highlights of the off season:

• We have taken delivery of a new (to us) tractor. Our 
long serving Blue Ford was just getting too tricky to 
drive safely. The new Red Fiat has a number of 
features that will make it a lot easier and safer to 
operate;  power steering and  four-wheel drive, to 
name a couple. A big thank you to the tractor selection 
sub-committee for the work in deciding what we 
needed and finding it. 

• Thursday night drinks went from strength to strength 
with numbers exceeding 30 or 40 even on cold and 
wintery evenings. Having the Lift now allows some 
members to attend who have not been able to join in 
because of the stairs. Thank you Sue Rutley, Joanne 
Johnson and their merry band of helpers. A special 
thank you to Storm Johnson and Susie Gibson for their 
work behind the bar.

• The website is getting a facelift by Stewart Carter so 
make his time and effort worthwhile by visiting 
www.merricks.org . Thanks Stewart

COMMODORE’S REPORT

John Hollander and Keith Darwent with the “Magoo” Award

Opening Night 

To be held on November 4th  
1 pm is the Boat Christening and 
sail past. 
2 pm Mark Sefton Trophy Race 
6.30 pm Official Opening. 
Canapes and Open Bar 

Working Bees 

Two MYC working bees will be 
held in October: 
Saturday 14th October at 10 am 
Saturday 21st October at 10 am 

Newsletter Contributions 

“Merricks Moments” is a biannual 
publication. Submissions and 
photos most welcome 
communications@merricks.org 

MOMENTSMERRICKS

Fees 

A reminder to those who have yet 
to pay their membership fees: 
these are now past due.

http://www.merricks.org
http://www.merricks.org
mailto:communications@merricks.org
mailto:communications@merricks.org
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I am pleased to be the commodore of such 
a friendly and inclusive club such as ours. 
We are small in numbers but punch well 
above our weight in all aspects of club 
activities. The club is very fortunate to 
have a very talented and active committee 
which I am extremely proud to lead.  
Almost all of last year’s committee have 
stayed on for another term, some 
changing roles.  We have also had two 
new members join the committee this 
year.  

• John Hollander will run the racing 
this year as Rear Commodore. Tom 
Clarke continues as Junior Sailing 
co-ordinator and, thankfully, he 
has agreed to continue as club 
handicapper. Doug and Sue Varey 
have volunteered to run the duty 
roster.  We cannot run any on 
water events without the 
appropriate organisational and 
safety volunteers in place, please 
volunteer before Doug and Sue are 
forced to nominate people for 
duties.  Ian Johnson has 
volunteered to take over from John 
as official Barman.

• Patsy Moloney and Megan Basser 
have exchanged roles as Secretary 
and Communications Co-ordinator 
respectively.

• Richard Campbell has taken on the 
role of Junior Co-ordinator in 
addition to his past commodore’s 
role and Will Webster is the 
Younger set Rep. 

• David Guthrie is a new committee 
member and has taken on the new 
role of Working with Children 
Compliance Officer. Compliance 
with legislation in this regard is 
becoming more and more complex 
and bureaucratic so we are very 
lucky to have David to help us 
with this important function.   

• Sion Davies has joined the 
committee as a general member 
and in his own words “General 
Dog’s body”.

Farewell to the old tractor!
• Those continuing in the same roles they 

all did so well last year are:
- Dean McIntyre as Treasurer
- Stacy Sanders and Sue Boxer as Social 
Co-ordinators.
- Martin Cordon as Membership 
Secretary.
- Mick Nolan as Yard and House master. 

A big thank you to all committee members and 
volunteers.
I look forward to seeing you all down at the 
club for another year of good weather; great 
social and fun events; and competitive, fair 
and fun sailing. Even if you do not sail, please 
come down to the club and join in the 
socialising after racing.
Get involved, have fun, happy sailing and 
socialising for the 17-18 season.
Keith Darwent, Commodore 



6 October 2017

�3

Well we are looking forward 
to another year of exciting 
activities at the club over the 
summer.  All the usual events 
will be on offer, movies, games 
day, tennis competition and 
junior sailing.
As with previous year we will 
be drumming up support 
from the youngerset to help 
coordinate these activities.
In addition, Will Webster 
Younger Set coordinator and 
myself are investigating a 
couple of new group activities 
for the teenagers:

1 A group to do diving 
training over the summer 
from the experts in Flinders

2 A younger set cruise.
These are preliminary ideas at 
present, Will and myself will 
be in touch to gauge interest.
Looking forward to seeing 
you all over the summer.
Mitch, youngerset@merricks.org 

Sumo in the yard

Youngerset SOCIAL NEWS
Summer is nearly 
upon us and there 
is lots to look 
forward to this 
season!  We kick 
off with the 
Opening Night 
Cocktail Party on 
the Saturday of 
Cup Weekend, 4 
November 
6:30-8:30pm with 
usual bar service 
and light finger 
food.   All 
members are 

welcome. No need to RSVP.
January will bring some fun Saturday nights at the Club.  
Saturday 6th January is our annual Pinot and Paella 
night, Saturday 13th will 
see a BBQ at the Club 
after Westernport 
Challenge and Saturday 
20th will be the second 
annual MYC Games Day 
capped off with Beer and 
Pizza night. The 
Australia Day dinner 
will actually be on 
Australia Day this year 
(Friday 26th) and we 
have a new caterer, Food 
on the Hill, locked in 
and we are prepping the 
dance playlist, so put it 
on the calendar!  

Merchandise:

Lastly, we have an array of new MYC merchandise that is 
available for sale.  You can purchase on try booking, click 
here to order: 
https://www.trybooking.com/RTOD before 10th 
November for pick up around Christmas.  More details 
re: colours, sizing is on the MYC website. Looking 
forward to another bumper season at MYC!
Stacy and Sue, social@merricks.org

Brian Crowe supporting Richmond 
at Thursday night drinks

https://www.trybooking.com/RTOD
mailto:social@merricks.org
https://www.trybooking.com/RTOD
mailto:social@merricks.org
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Junior Sailing
Ahoy to our junior sailors!  Summer’s fast approaching.

Try Sailing Day is running after the Sand 
Modelling Comp on Saturday, 6 January. It is a 
great place to start for newcomers and the 
sailing-curious.  (I’ll try not to make it a Try 
Swimming Day, as I did for a couple of 
surprised customers last year…!)
Our Mid-week Race Series, starting on 28 
December and running through the hols, is 
our entry-level regatta, over short inshore 
courses and followed by sausages on the 
balcony.  Open to all juniors and less 
experienced sailors looking to unravel the 
mysteries of flag starts and racing round the 
cans.
The Teams Racing Regatta at Westernport YC 
is always a day full of fierce competition and 
hijinks.  This year it’s running on Friday, 6 
January.  We’ll take across both junior and 
senior teams to do battle with the other clubs 
around the bay.
And the following week begins with the 
Round French Island Cruise, departing 
Monday 8 January, with the returning cruisers 

due to be spotted on the horizon sometime on 
the Tuesday.  Sleeping bags, insect repellent, 
provisions, and lashings of old sailors’ tales …?
And then it’s off up the bay again the following 
weekend for the Westernport Challenge and 
Youth Regatta.
And all that before we get to the Australia Day 
Regatta at the end of the month – always a 
great way to round out an enjoyable January 
on the water.
For parents with kids aged 7 to 12, also keep an 
eye out for information on the Tackers learn to 
sail program that will be run at Westernport 
YC in January.  Dates and details to be 
circulated.  It’s a great way to build kids’ basic 
skills and confidence, over a 5-day course.
Can’t wait to get out for some sun and wind 
and fun on the water!

Tom Clarke, Junior Sailing Coordinator,  
(juniorsailing@merricks.org)  

Tom Clarke briefing  junior sailors

Ashley and Jet Thorburn receiving the 
Encouragement Award in the Sparrow 
Championships
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MEET KEITH! Keith has served as both Rear 
Commodore and Yardmaster in the 
previous two years. He played a 
pivotal role in organising the new lift 
and is an avid member of the 
Thursday night group.

SOME QUESTIONS FOR KEITH:

What’s great about MYC?
A friendly, welcoming and inclusive 
club, the sailing is reasonably 
competitive (well very competitive 
between the Castles) but a lot of fun. 

What is your favourite kind of boat 
to sail?
I have pretty well always sailed 
catamarans, Paper Tigers in South 
Africa (yes, I was light enough to sail 
one in those days), Mosquitoes and 
Taipans in Australia. I still have 
friends in the Australian PT mob so I 
still have a soft spot for the Paper 
Tiger. I am enjoying the Castle and 
the challenge of learning to sail such 
a lively mono hull. I am extremely 
thankful for the few hundred kilos of 
lead in the keel that keep my mast 
pointing to the heavens. 

What do you hope to achieve during 
your time as Commodore?
I would like to help encourage more 
sailing members to take part in our 
racing. Hopefully, sailing on late 
Sunday mornings out of Summer 
holidays will allow this to happen. 
The social side of the club is very 
successful. It would be wonderful to 
have some of those social members 
come down on race days and join in 
the after sailing fun, even take on a 
role in running the racing or getting 
onto the water as a crew.

What are you looking forward to in 
the forthcoming sailing season?
Looking behind me and finding 
Jonka and John Wilson there. 

Keith Darwent has taken over the role of Commodore 
from Richard (Mitch) Campbell this year. The club is 
very lucky to have someone with so much experience 
at the helm. For those of you who don’t know Keith, 
he sails the Castle aptly named Boltera. Keith and his 
lovely wife Krysia have been members of MYC for 
five years, they have two sons, George and 
Christopher. George is also a member of the club and 
regularly crews on Boltera. Keith and Krysia were 
born and married in South Africa, they emigrated to 
Australia in 1978. During his last two years of living 
in South Africa, Keith was Commodore of Island 
Sailing Club in the city of Durban.

Keith sailing a Paper Tiger in 1977

Keith in his Commodore’s uniform at Island Sailing Club
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PRESENTATION NIGHT 
Many awards were presented on the June long 
weekend. Below is a list of the major prizes:

Most Enthusiastic Crew: John Wilson
Bruce Cottle Perserverance: Simon Webster
Rod Johnson Memorial Award - Westernport 
Challenge: Richard Jagger, Simon Webster and 
Derek Hollander
Iron Couple: Doug and Sue Varey
Junior Champion: Will Webster
Lady Skipper: Miranda Moloney
Handicap Champion: John Hollander
Club Champion: Stewart Carter Will Webster and Mary Hansford

Tom Clarke and Miranda Moloney

Rosemary Nolan and Patsy Moloney with 
their loot

Simon Webster

Sean and Miranda Moloney with Keith Darwent
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BOAT AND THIRD-PARTY 
LIABILITY INSURANCE

 All boat owners must have insurance 
against third party liability - typically 

this is combined with insurance 
against damage to your own boat, 

although it is possible to obtain third 
party liability cover on a 

“standalone”basis (that is without 
cover against damage to your own 

boat). All boats affiliated with 
Merricks Yacht Club - whether racing 
or pleasure craft - must hold current 

third-party liability cover to a 
minimum of $5,000,000. Owners 

who require cover whilst racing their 
boats do need to ensure that they 

have ‘racing risk extension’. 

Yard Master’s Report
The main news to update is the purchase of a ‘new’  
Tractor for the Club. We purchased the Tractor in 
August, a 4-wheel drive Fiat. John Hollander arranged 
transport to Patton’s in Mornington and he is liaising 
with them for the necessary modifications to get it 
‘MYC ready’. Modifications include:
- fitting the under-carriage and  extendable drawbar
- flashing caution light 
- lower roll-over protection
- new ignition and keys
- general service
- Big thanks to John Hollander for all his work re: the 

Tractor.

Working Bees 
Two (2) MYC working bees will be held in October,
Sat 14th October at 10am
Sat 21st October at 10am.
These are important to get the Yard in particular ready 
for the Summer sailing commencement. Your 
attendance would be appreciated to help get the Club 
looking ready for the Opening and sailing.  
Come and have a look at the tractor !
Mick Nolan, yardmaster@merricks.org

We are canvassing ideas re:  
Tractor Safety and Tractor Driver 

training, videos, a ‘buddy system’ for 
training new Drivers, pre-start  

checklist, and might chat about this to 
people in October, 

AlI ideas welcome. Please feel free to 
discuss with Mick Nolan or John 

Hollander. 

Pre-Season Safety Checklist from our Rear Commodore 

- Life jackets in good condition and the correct size for your growing 
children. Australian law requires inflatable life jackets be inspected 
each year.

- Flares are still in date - old flares will be accepted for disposal at any 
police station.

- Batteries in torches and lifebuoy lights are new and fully charged.
- First aid box correctly stocked and items in it are in date.
- Trapeze harness in good condition.
-    Rigging and trapeze wires checked for damage or corrosion.

Working bees are followed by the compulsory chinwag


